Information for Doctors

Excellence in skin
cancer diagnosis

Specialised diagnostic services
The incidence of skin cancers in Australia has increased 60% in the last three decades, with
much of this patient management falling on GPs.
Sonic Skin Dx provides doctors and their patients with the best of both worlds – specialist
expertise in skin pathology combined with instant access to all other pathology disciplines,
for those complex diagnoses that require further testing by different specialities within
the laboratory.

Sonic Skin Dx offers:
 A diagnostic dermatopathology service of
unmatched excellence
 An internationally-recognised group of
dermatopathologists available for consultation
 Comprehensive diagnostic service in all pathology
subdisciplines

The benefits of being part of Australia’s
largest pathology company
Backed by the resources of Australia’s largest pathology
company, Sonic Skin Dx provides you and your patients
with specialist expertise from your local laboratory.
Skin samples are analysed and reported locally in each
state, allowing referring doctors to develop a close
relationship with their local pathologists.
National collaboration allows ongoing interaction with
colleagues around Australia to share and discuss insights
on rare or difficult diagnoses, while also facilitating
excellence in skin pathology reporting.
The final diagnosis in skin pathology integrates the
histological findings with results from other pathology
disciplines, such as genetics, microbiology, haematology,
biochemistry and immunoserology.
Referring skin samples to a full service laboratory provides
comprehensive reporting for complete diagnoses.

Sonic Skin Dx delivers a collaborative
approach to skin cancer diagnosis and
management

 The largest range of ancillary investigations,
including histochemistry, immunohistochemistry,
immunofluorescence and molecular genetic testing
 Ongoing access to educational activities, accredited by
the RACGP for CPD points and ACRRM for PDP units,
including the Skin Cancer Surgical Audit

Improving diagnostic outcomes
Our integrated approach provides you with a cohesive report
on your patient’s condition, regardless of its complexity or rarity.
Clinical notes can often have a strong impact on the final
diagnosis. The information that you provide in the clinical notes
section can be an important platform for discussion between
the referring doctor and the reporting histopathologist.
 Clinical notes are always considered by the
reporting histopathologist
 Including all relevant information on the request form
can help provide a better diagnosis
 Initiating a telephone conversation with the
reporting pathologist for clinical support and advice is
encouraged

Specialist histopathologists
The strength of Sonic Skin Dx lies in its unique mix of local
expertise and national collaboration. All dermatopathology
is performed by local expert histopathologists, who regularly
collaborate with national colleagues to maintain excellence
in skin pathology reporting. Each Sonic Pathology practice is
represented by the following pathologists, who also form the
National Skin Cancer Pathology Reference Group.

Dr Trevor Beer

Dr Vicki Howard

Dr Blake O’Brien

MB ChB, FRCPath, FRCPA

MBBS (Hons), FRCPA,
Dip ICDP-UEMS, Dip
RCPath, AMACD

MBBS, FRCPA

Clinipath Pathology
E: tbeer@clinipath.net

Douglass Hanly Moir
Pathology
E: vhoward@dhm.com.au

Sullivan Nicolaides
Pathology
E: blake_o’brien@
snp.com.au

Prof. Simon Clark

Dr Craig James

Dr Saurabh Prakash

MB, ChB, FRCPA

MB ChB, FRCPA, Dip
ICDP-UEMS

E: sclark@dhm.com.au

MBBS (Hons), FRCPA,
AACD
Clinpath Pathology
E: cjames@
clinpath.com.au

Dr Shaun Donovan

Dr Jane Nankervis

Dr Jason Gluch

MBBS (Hons), FRCPA

MBBS, FRCPA

FRCPA, MBBS, BMedSci

Hobart Pathology,
Launceston Pathology,
North West Pathology
E: shaun.donovan@
dspl.com.au

Southern.IML Pathology
E: jane.nankervis@
southernpath.com.au

Capital Pathology
E: jason.gluch@
capitalpath.com.au

Douglass Hanly Moir
Pathology

Melbourne Pathology
E: saurabh.prakash@
mps.com.au

Sonic Skin Dx is a network, within
Sonic Healthcare laboratories, which
supports referring clinicians and
their patients by providing accurate,
reliable and comprehensive
dermatopathology services.
It draws on the collective knowledge
and expertise of Australia’s largest
reference group of specialist skin
pathologists.

Training for referring doctors
Sonic Skin Dx provides courses in
dermatology and dermoscopy. Details of
upcoming courses can be found on the
Sonic Skin Dx website.
Also listed under this link are additional
courses run by Health Cert, RACGP and the
Skin Cancer College of Australasia, to assist
in diagnoses and management of skin
disease. These courses are held in each
capital city at various times through the year.

sonicskindx.com.au
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